Prayer and Praise

Prayer is one of the most loving gifts we
can give. When we bring the needs of
others before our heavenly Father —
e b T whether it be for healing,
W wir all sir coonll ol Wit b encouragement, comfort or more — we
s invoke the most powerful help available.
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Please be in prayer, encouraging our shut-ins: Vic Brown (Perley-
Rideau), Darrell and Glenna Dickinson (home), Joyce Galbraith
(Starwood), Cora Greene (New Orchard Lodge), Lil MacNaughton
(Grace Manor), Frank and Betty Moir (P.D. Clark), Jean Mulder
(home), Cheryl Osborne (home), Marion Rotar (home), and Audrey
Rourke (home), Harold and Ida Sharpe (home).

Kamp Agappee is scheduled for July 28-August 01 and August 11-15.
This year their vision will be “building relationships with people in the
community through sports and reaching kids for Christ”.

Pray for Roy Carey, recently diagnosed with non-Hodgkins
lymphoma cancer; pray for strength as he undergoes chemo treatment
and for God’s grace and peace for him and his family.

Continue to pray for Frank Gardiner who is at home. Pray for full
strength to return and that his “counts” would remain stable.

Continue to pray for Donald Dahms as he continues to experience
some discomfort from a kidney stone; pray that the stone would pass
quickly and without much discomfort.

Pray for Pastor Steve, our youth and those working within our youth
ministry. Pray for our teen’s spiritual development and for those that
they are reaching out to. Pray for opportunities to share their faith and
for hearts that would be receptive to God’s Word. Pray also for our
young adults group (C&C) and for those involved in this ministry.
Pray for Elaine Trigg who is at home recovering from thyroid
surgery. Pray for a complete recovery as she rests in the Lord for her
strength and that her pain would be minimal.

Pray for Daphne Phillips who is at the Ottawa General recovering
from throat surgery and is awaiting transfer to a long-term care facility.
Pray for safety in travel for Cheryl Osborne and daughter (Wendy
Fergusson) as they travel home from Janet’s graduation tomorrow.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the Mayville family with the
passing of Corey’s mother (Alice Milks) suddenly on April 20. Pray
that God’s grace, peace and comfort would be theirs during these
difficult days.

¥ Our deepest sympathy is extended to the Bitar family on the
home-going of Walid’s father on Tuesday, April 22. Pray that
they would experience God’s peace and comfort during the
days ahead. “To be absent from the body is to be present
with the Lord”

¥ Continue to be in prayer for baby Isaac that there would
no lasting effects from his accident.

¥ It is with grateful hearts that we would like to thank
everyone that participated in the welcome shower for baby
Isaac. It was such a blessing for us to see the expressions
of love extended to us through this shower; special thanks
to Elaine and Bonnie. Pastor Steve and Sarah

¥ Please note that Lil MacNaughton has moved to the Grace
Manor Residence at 1156 Wellington St. West, Rm. 155.

Mission News

The Garlic Press FEB Int’l — Italy

While visiting one of my neighbours he asked me about
the death of Jesus on the cross. I asked if he had a Bible that
we could read. He is a collector of old and rare books and the
only copy of the Bible he owns was printed in 1572 in Latin.
He got it for me and we read from the Gospel according to
John, chapter 20. Shakespeare was correct when he wrote: "a
rose by any other name would smell as sweet" and so is the
Word of God in any language it is read, even in Latin. When
we arrived at the declaration of Thomas: "Dominus meus et
Deus meus" (my Lord and my God) it sounded so 'sweet'.
After reading the chapter in Latin, I thought of how long the
Italians have had God's Word kept hidden from them. There
is such a lack of knowledge of sacred Scriptures in Italy. I
left my neighbour's home with an open invitation to return
and talk more on the subject.

The Lord gave me the opportunity to have a priest from the
local parish come to my apartment for a visit. As you can
imagine we discussed many subjects. I was shocked at his
ignorance of the Bible and what it says. He said, for example:
"The apostle Paul says, "... each time I responded: "If you can
show me where the apostle Paul says that in the Bible I
would believe it with all my heart because what you have just
said as coming from Paul and is not in the Bible. I don't know
what you are quoting but it is not the Word of God." Each
time he went to something else.



The verse that seemed to startle him the most was 1Tim.2:5 "For there
is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men." From this verse, I
pointed out that no priest, saint or Madonna could be a mediator
between God and men because only Jesus fulfills that role. The priest
took the Bible from my hands and read it over very carefully. "Well, this
can be interpreted in many ways" he said after a short pause. "Which of
the 25 words is open to a double meaning or could mean other that what
is says in this context?" I asked. This time he looked at the first page of
the Bible we were reading. I knew he was going to say: "But this is the
Protestant Bible." You can only imagine the shocked expression on His
face when he realized we were reading from the Roman Catholic
translation of the Bible that bears the imprimatur of the Cardinal. At this
point, he closed the Bible, handed it back to me and headed for the door.
I asked if he would be willing to come back for lunch so we could
discuss God's Word further. He gave me a vague promise that sometime
in the future he would come.

The lady who has been teaching the catechism for over 25 years in the
local parish is still reading the Bible with me on a weekly basis. We
have read almost the entire New Testament. | know she understands
more now than when we first started to read. I pray the Lord to open her
heart. For the past few months, she has been attending our church Bible
Studies. She enjoys being with the believers in our congregation. At all
the studies, she takes an active part.

One final story - "Is that religious material," an older man, who
walked with a marked limp in his leg, said to me while I was distributing
the evangelistic flyer at one of the Metro (subway) stops. "Yes and no,"
I responded. By this time, he had already passed me but I heard him say
without looking back: "There is no God. There is too much suffering in
the world for God to exist.” I could not understand what he said
afterwards. As I watched him go down the street, my heart ached for
him. He is so typical of the residences of Rome. He reminded me of
Israel of old, blaming God for disciplining them for their rebellion.
God's judgments are with a view to bringing repentance.

Thank you for your partnership in the cause of Christ through prayer.
May God's grace and blessings be upon you.

Mario and Rose Bruno
mariobruno777@hotmail.com

April 27, 2008
Praying Through the Week

Monday — Our Missionaries
Tuesday — Our Ministries
Wednesday — Country
Pray for our leaders and those who don’t know Christ.
Thursday — People
Pray for our church family.
Friday — Church
Pray for our Elder Board, Deacons and the financial
needs of our church.
Saturday — Staff
Pray for ministry and Pastoral staff.
Sunday — Services
Pray for our service/programs and for those who are
involved in ministry during this time.

God answers prayer. He answers it exactly the same
way we would if we had infinite wisdom, love and
power. Sometimes He gives us what we want,
sometimes He gives us something better, but always
what we need. Sometimes He answers our prayers
quickly; at other times He teaches us to wait
patiently.
“If ye ask anything in my name, I will do it.”
John 14:14




